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OCTA REGIONAL FESTIVAL/ACT AWARDS BANQUET

The time is fast approaching for the OCTA Regional festivities. Mark your
calendar for June 26(tentative), 27 and 28. As in years past, this year’s
activities will take place at Parish Auditorium at the Hamilton Campus of
Miami University.

Arlene Borock has been hard at work putting all of this together. You all
should have received your registration forms by now. Remember that EACH
person must be registered and have their own registration form. Early
registration fees are listed below (early is by June 1)

Excerpts/Banquet/Awards/Party Early $48/$52
Banquet/Awards/Party Only $30/$33
Excerpts/Awards/Party Only $25/$28
Excerpts Only $17/$20
Awards/Party Only $10/$10

There will also be a box lunch that you can order on Saturday.

Final deadline for making your reservations is June 13. These forms are also
available for download at www.cinstages.com and click on the ACT logo in
the lower right corner of the page.

The Embassy Suites Hotel in Blue Ash has been reserved for the banquet. IF
you would like to get a room there, a king suite is $119 and a double suite is
$129. Call 513-733-8900 to make your reservation. Mention ACT Cincinnati
when booking your room, and to receive these rates, reservations must be
made by May 28".

+++++++++H+H R
OCTA State conference will once again come to Cincinnati in 2009. The site
will be at the Holiday Inn Eastgate, the site of the 04 conference. Once again
the conference will be chaired by Linda Roll and Mike Robb. IF you would
like to help on planning the festivities, please contact Linda at
lIroll69@hotmail.com. We will be getting the steering committee together in
the next month or so to begin the plans. We are also still trying to locate a
theatre to hold the excerpts and we will keep you informed about this in the
coming months. More information will be forthcoming.




OCTA COSTUME-SET DESIGN-NEWSLETTER-WEBSITE-
COMPETITIONS

Please remember to take pictures of yours sets and your costumes for the
OCTA competitions. Also, make sure to forward your newsletters to OCTA
to be eligible for the OCTA newsletter awards. For information on these and
to obtain the necessary forms, go to www.octaweb.org for more
information. Deadline for these is July 15, 2008.
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ACT Scholarships Awarded

The scholarship competition took place at NKU in January, 2008. The
judges this year were Dennis Murphy, Rita Winters, Dianna Davies, Greg
Procacchino and Ed Stern. Rilla Foster, Howard Wacksman, Howard Mills
and Joy Sharp (ACT) were in attendance as sponsorship award givers.
Special thanks goes to John Wesseling-alternate judge, Cathy Bennett-
Kathy’s assistant and Becky Childs-accompanist.

Winners this year were as follows:

ACT Scholarship — Kaitlyn Davidson - CCM

Carol Mills Memorial Scholarship: Emily Matlack - CCM

Dee Wacksman Memorial Scholarship: Matt Bohnert - NKU

Freshman (Foster): Leeds E. Hill - CCM

1% Alternate: Charles Chappelle - CCM

2" Alternate: Elizabeth Carroll - NKU

Freshman Alternate: Michael Carr — CCM

This year, the auditions were videotaped and the winners will be shown at
the convention this year.

Congratulations to all of these talented individuals.

All of the judges agree that the talent pool is magnificent, and this is always
a very tough decision. Thanks to all the judges and to Kathy Unkrich for her
dedication and organization of this event.
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AWARDS

Do you have someone in your group or know someone in the community
theatre family who has gone above and beyond to promote community
theatre in Greater Cincinnati? Here is your chance to recognize those people.
All groups are encouraged to nominate someone for the Art Rouse, Mario
Pitocco and Roger Grooms awards. Each group was given a list of criteria
for the awards, and nominations are due by May 1%. The selection



committee will meet on May 4 to begin the selection process. Having sat on
the committee in the past, this is a very difficult process. The awards will be
presented at the ACT banquet on June 28™. If you need further information,
contact CathyLutts (awards@actofcincinnati.org)who is in charge of the

Awards.
B

ACT memorial

ACT will once again present a memorial to those people who have been
integral members of community theatre who have died since last year. If
you would like to have more information on this, please contact Dan
Riggsby at danr@arrovyn.com. Dan has been in charge of putting the video
presentation together. This presentation will also take place at the banquet

th
on June 28".
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ACT WORKSHOP

On April 5™, the long range judging committee presented a workshop to help
educate the ACT judges as well as groups as to what to look for in 4
technical areas.

This workshop was held at Dunham Recreation Center and was chaired by
Cheri Misleah. The presenters/ topics for these workshops were Mark
Williams, Lighting; Glenn Plott, Set Design/Décor; and Jamie Sullivan,
Stage Management. A 4™ workshop on Costuming (Joy Galbraith) was
cancelled at the last minute, but there were plenty of handouts on this topic
available to whoever wished them. The workshop began with a keynote
address by Rick Pender who outlined what he looked at when reviewing a
show.

This was a very interesting day of information and those in attendance
hopefully took some great ideas with them. It is hoped that this will become
an annual event. Thanks to all who attended and especially to Cheri and her
committee who worked very hard to make this happen.

BT T T R T R T R

As of this writing, there are 12 groups who have expressed an interest in
excerpting. The final decision as to whether a group will excerpt is on May
19", which is the pick meeting. The information packets with all of the
registration forms will be either handed out to the groups at the ACT/OCTA
meeting on April 22 or will be mailed to those groups not in attendance.
There are just a few changes this year.

Showcasing is no longer an option for any group. IF your group is chosen to
represent our region at the state conference, you may decline the invitation.



The alternate will then be invited to attend. Also keep in mind that if more
than one group ops out of going to the state competition, then we will have
less representation there. The state conference is in Columbus this year, so
travel should not be a huge problem. Also, the $10 musician fee for state is
still in effect. Hopefully these two things will help make your decision to
represent our region easier to make.

The time limit has also changed. There is 45 minutes allotted for your group.
The first 40 minutes can be used however you wish for set up, sound check
and excerpt. After 40 minutes, the stage will go black. When the lights come
back up, you will then have 5 minutes to clear the stage of your set. You will
NOT be disqualified if you go over the 40 minutes, but you will not be
adjudicated on anything that happens during the blackout.

All of the rules and forms will be gone over with you before the fact. These
must be turned in at the PICK meeting in order to be able to select a time
slot. IF you do not have all of your paper work at that time, then you will go
to the bottom of the draw for timeslots.

The location of the pick meeting has yet to be determined. You will be
notified as soon as possible.
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FEEDBACK

At this time, let’s throw out a question or two to you. Responses will be
printed in the next newsletter.

Why do you do theatre?

Do you feel loyal to one group? If not, why not?

What is your feeling on the health of community theatre in the Greater
Cincinnati area?

Is the high cost of gasoline going to affect your participation in doing theatre
around the area?

If you have a question you would like to see answered, please email me at
the above address and we will address it in future newsletters.



